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On June 10, 1986, properties In the vicinity of the now inactive U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) uranium millsite In Monticello, Utah were formally included on the Superfund Programs 
National Priorities LIst-(NPL). In December 1988, DOE, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the State of Utah Bureau of Solid and Hazardous Waste signed an agreement to 
ensure that the appropriate cleanup of radioactive contamination a1 these properties Is 
undertaken In compliance with Superfund. "Superfund is the common name given to the 
Comprehensive Environmenlal Response, Compensation and Liability AcJ of 1980 (CERCV4)I 
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorizalion Act of 1986 (SARA). 
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On November 29, 1989, the DOE and the EPA entered into a Record of Decision (ROD) that 
presents the selected remedy for cleanup of the mill tailings conlamination at the Monticello 
Vicinity Properlies (MVP) Superfund Sile. The State of Ulah concurs with the findings In the 
ROD. 

Selected Remedy 

The remedy selected by DOE and EPA Is to remove radioaclive contaminated material and to 
replace It with clean materials or, alternatively, to modify existing slructures to Isolate 
radialion sources. Cleanup activilies will require excavation of contaminated malerials and, In 

- -some-cases, demolition lof sidewalks, patios, sheds, and otherimprovemenis. All excavations 
will be refilled witti clean &oils and regraded. All affected structures and other improvemenls 
will be reconstructed. The contaminated materials will be relocated temporarily at Ihe 
Monticello Millsile and will subsequenlly be disposed of with the Millsite tailings In a 
permanent disposal site. The relocalion of the Millsile lailings are covered by a separate action 
under CERCLA. 
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R e w e d  by Superfund 

Compliance with CERCWSARA mandales lhal remedial action must be performed at properlies 
with contamination in excess of EPA slandards. The Superfund program requires lhal all 
contaminated properlies must be cleaned up lo acceplable levels before delisting from the NPL 
can occur. Any remedial action necessary will be a1 no cost to the properly owner and the cost 
for cleanup will be borne by Ihe U.S. Department of Energy. The Monlicello Vicinity Properties 
Superfund Site currenlly includes 91 properlies authorized for remedial action, However, 
additional inclusion surveys scheduled lo be completed in 1990 are expecled,to identify a 
substantial number of new properlies that will require remediation. 

Block C o m n t  To Be Used For Pronertv ldeniif icalion an  d Cleanug 

In order lo simplify and speed up the identification and removal of mill tailings from Monlicello 
properties, DOE plans lo use a "block" concepl for the inclusion surveys and for the cleanup 
work. Instead of randomly selecting properlies throughout Ihe city of Monlicello, all the 
properlies in an enlire city block will be surveyed to ensure lhal properlies with contamination 
in excess of EPA slandards are idenlified in a timely and cost-effective manner, Since much of 
the mill tailings contamination has been carried from the millsile by the wind, surveys will 
begin wilh Ihe blocks closest lo the millsite and will be conlinued progressively away from the 
millsile. 

Those properties within a block which are found lo conlain contamination in excess of the EPA 
standards will be designated for cleanup, and remedial design will be underlaken for Ihe 
properties as a group. In most cases, a conslruclion subcontract will be awarded for cleanup of 
lhea"block." The use of the block concepl will resull in a savings of taxpayers' money and will 
speed up Ihe cleanup process by improving construclion efficiency. I1 will also eliminate the 
mulliple disruptions lo the neighborhood lhal otherwise would occur i f  the properlies were 
remedialed individually. The objeclive of the cleanup program is to remove the contamination 
source (uranium mill tailings) and to restore properly lo a condition as close as possible IO 

that which existed prior to remedial action. - 
The cleanup efforl will require cooperation and parliclpalion from all properly owners wilhin 
each block. W h i n  Ihe next few monlhs, represenlatives of the Deparlment of Energy will 
contacl - _-___-__ owners of properties wilhin city blocks selected for radiologic __ -- assessment to oblain 
permission to survey their properties for radioaclive contamination. 

If Ihe survey resulls indicale cleanup is required, each properly owner will be asked lo sign an 
individual Remedial Aclion Agreemenl (RAA) for their specific properly prior to the awarding 
of Ihe construclion subcontract. Following the inclusion of the property into lhg program, a 
represenlalive of UNC Geotech, the DOE'S Remedial Aclion Conlractor (RAC), will be appointed 
lo oversee the work on each block and lo coordinale activilies wilh properly owners lhroughoul 
Ihe cleanup process. 
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If you have quesiions aboul the remedial aclion process, please contact: 

UNC Geglech (Monlicello, Utah) Office 

Mr. Peler Mygall, Office of Exlernal Affairs 
U.S. Deparlment of Energy 

or  

Mr. Paul Mushovic, Remedial Project Manager 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Mr. Steven Peterson, Environmental Engineer 
Utah Department of Fleallh 

(801) 587-261 5 

(303) 248-601 5 
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Mailing List Additions 
If you did riot receive lhis update by mail, and you would like to be added lo the DOE'S mailing lis1 
for the Monticello Superfund Sile, please send the following information lo: 

Mr. Peler Mygall 
Office of External Affairs 

Grand Junction Projects Office 
P.O. Box 2567 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 

. U.S. Department of Energy 

. .-... " 

Slreet Address: 

c i t y  Slate Zip 

Company, organization, or governmenlal enlity 

lndicale area(s) of Interest: 

Montlcello Vicinity Properlies 

Montlcello Millsite-- 
I 

Cornmenls or Questions 

(Please supply your name and phone number's0 we can respond) 
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